
MICROCHIPPING 

WHY WE NEED IT NOW 
• 

By Kathy Sutton, DVM 

A microchip is a tiny transponder about the size of a grain of 
uncooked rice. It is implanted under the dog's loose skin 
over the shoulders. It has a permanent radiofrequency iden
tification chip (RFID) that can be read by a chip scan
ner. Most shelters and veterinary clinics have a scanner. 

The chip is a quick and permanent means of identify
ing your dog. The number is unique, the chip can't be 
lost, and the location is easily accessible to shelter, vet
erinary, and other personnel. The chip number can be 
used to connect the found dog with his owners name 
and address through a national data base. The chip 
identification number is stored in a tiny transponder 
that can be read through the dog's skin by a scanner 
emitting low-frequency radio waves. The frequency 
is picked up by a tiny antenna in the transponder, 
and the number is retrieved, decoded, and displayed 
in the scanner readout window. The radio waves use 
a frequency much lower than AM broadcast stations 
use, and they must be approved by the Federal Com
munications Commission before being marketed. 

The chip, antenna, and capacitor are encased in a tiny 
glass tube. The tube is composed of soda lime glass, 
which is known for compatibility with living tis
sue. The glass is hermetically sealed to keep moisture 
out. 

Two companies, Schering-Plough Animal Health 
(Home Again) and AVID share the bulk of the business 
of pet id by microchip. Chips used by HomeAgain and 
AVID work on a frequency of 125kHz. Chips used in
ternationally, for zoo animals, and for livestock use a 
frequency of 134kHz. Some scanners that can read the 
125kHz chip cannot read the 134kHz chip. A universal 
scanner is being developed. On an individual basis, the 
lack of a universal scanner should not stop you from 
having your puppies microchipped. It is the best form 
of permanent identification. 

As a veterinarian, I have heard the sad stories many 
times ... "we only took his collar off to bathe him". I 
think only very clean dogs must be lost! Tattoos may be 
used for permanent ID- but do you think it is wise to 
expect a good Samaritan or shelter personnel to roll 
your Belgian over, clip hair on the belly or inner thigh 
to look for a possible faded or illegible tattoo? I am no 
"Kat VonD"- it is hard to get all those numbers in a 
nice dark print. 

ID tags on a collar are great- as long as they remain 
attached to the collar, the information is current, and 
the tag has not been worn down by rubbing against the 
rabies tag. 

When someone comes in to our clinic with a pet they 
have found, the first thing the receptionist does is have 
the pet scanned for a microchip. Most of the time the 
pet doesn't have an ID tag. Unfortunately, if there is 
no tag and no microchip the pet is more likely to be sent 
directly to a shelter. With a tag or a microchip we 
know that someone cares for this animal and we are 
more likely to say "go ahead and leave him with us" 
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or "let's get all your info and we will call ifwe can find 
the owner". 

You are giving your dog a ticket home 
by having him microchipped. 

Anecdotes- my husband found a very nice 1 yr old fe
male yellow Labrador near his office in an industrial 
part of Houston. He brought her home, and 1went in 
to full "vet" mode- checked her out, heartworm test, 
vaccinated, de-flea, spay, the whole works. When I fin
ished the spay 1 thought "I should microchip her before 
1place her". Sure enough- she had a microchip! I 
called the AKC Companion Animal Recovery and 
within an hour 1 had her owner on the phone. She had 
been stolen (along with her litter mate) out of the own
ers backyard 5 months previously. The owner lived 
over 4 hours drive from where she was found. She 
came and picked np the dog that weekend. Sure wish 1 
had thought to check for the chip before 1 did all that 
work - 1 think now 1am much more aware of checking 
all pets for chips, even if they are found on the "wrong 
side of'the tracks". 

1had a client find a young kitten sitting on the engine 
of her car, which was parked in a large school parking 
lot. We examined the kitten, checked for a microchip, 
BINGO! The kitten was microchipped before it left the 
shelter. It had been adopted, then the new owners let it 
go outside. It had apparently hitched a ride in the 
owner's truck to the school parking lot, where our cli
ent found it. There is no way that this kitten would 
have ever been returned to her family without the mi
crochip. 

Rescue- why we need to microchip all of our puppies 
before they leave to go to their new homes. Unfortu
nately not all Belgians will stay in their original homes 
forever. Even when we have the puppy buyer sign a 
contract, agreeing to return the Belgian to us if there 
are any problems, that doesn't always happen. You 
only have to read the stories of Belgians rescued from 
shelters ... "owner turn-in", "owner moving overseas", 
"owner died-family doesn't want dog". These are the 
puppies we bred, maybe 9-10 years ago. If they are mi
crochipped they can be reconnected with their breed
ers. So microcbip your puppies before they leave 
don't think that the new owners will do it before the 
OFA hips & elbows, or the CERF, or when they 
are spayed and neutered. As the breeder, make 
microchipping part of your responsibility. 

Looking from the Outside In 

As a BSDRT board member I was asked if! could 
contribute to the Rescue issue of the newsletter. At 
fIrst I thought "I am so new to this what could I have 
to say?" Then I started thinking about how much I 
have seen since becoming the BSCA President and 
being involved with our amazing rescue crew. So 
here is my simple story about rescue. 

When I fIrst became president of the BSCA, I did 
not realize that I automatically became the Presi
dent of the BSDRT also. But that was fIne be
cause it is part ofthe job. I do not have to do much 
with the day to day activities concerning the dogs 
themselves, but I do work on some ofthe for
mal protocols of the organization. The best thing 
about my position are the wonderful stories that 
come in about the adoption of our beautiful 
dogs. We have all seen the pictures and read the sto
ries. They are heartfelt and both happy and 
sad. But I am here to tell you that we have some of 
the best people doing great things to get these dogs . 
out ofterrible situations, secure medical care for 
those who are in bad health and just help those in 
need of love and affection. 

Our team does everything possible to get these guys 
back to a normal life. We have had them go to 
classes to learn how to be better members of a 
household. We have spent thousands ofdollars to 
return them to good health. Ifyou were to look back 
over the last year or so the stories are just incredible. 

We are lucky in the fact that our breed is not the 
most popular so we don't have nearly as many of 
them come through our rescue. That is a good 
thing. We do need to keep in mind that rescue costs 
a lot ofmoney. Vet bills are getting more and more 
expensive each year. We need to have more foster 
homes available just in case we suddenly need to 
take in more dogs. 

So you can see this is not a long story, but just a 
story of gratitude for our BSDRT Team and 
our BSCA members. You all have done an amazing 
job. The videos that have been put on Y ouTube are 
terrifIc. We now have a facebook page and a pet
fInder account which is awesome. Our BSCA and 
BSDRT web sites get updated all the time .We have 
so much to be thankful for. I am mostly thankful for 
the people I have gotten to know better, those with 
their strong commitment to our breed and their 
big hearts. So thank you BSDRT Team. You are the 
best. You do us and our dogs proud. 

Tami Worley - BSCA President 
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